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pyf Roman society, upon which they built modern institutions
and by the Christian Church, which directed their energies
into particular channels and discovered to them in many of
the teachings of Christianity a bond of sympathy between
the Church and the worthier traits of character of the bar-
barians. In the centuries between the final overthrow of
Roman society and the definite organization of society upon
the feudal system in the ninth and tenth centuries, cavalry
had come to be the dominant military force, and every kingv
baron, lord, or freeman of estate who traveled or warred on
horseback, and hence had subordinates to serve him, was a
knight. Knighthood and feudalism were coextensive and in
many features identical, for their origin was similar. Chivalry,
however, as it was organized, and in the form in which it
dominated from the opening of the Crusades to the sixteenth
century, was a knighthood within a knighthood, an organized
life recognizing definite ideals and rules and possessing a
special training that represented all the education there was
for the ruling classes until the formation of definite schools
of another character in the early Renaissance movement of
the fifteenth century.
THE IDEALS OF CHIVALRY are those ever since accepted
as the ideal of " a gentleman/* This is a very different con-
ception of personal virtue from that of classical society, and
involves some radical modifications of the elements of the early
Christian ideal. In speaking of the character of the leader
of the first Crusade, Cornish describes the knightly character
that in its weakness and its strength is not much less typical
of the entire chivalric period than of the earlier century:
"We observe in them [the knights] reckless courage, per-
sonal pride, and self-respect, courteous observance of the word
of honor, if plighted according to certain forms, disregard Of
all personal advantage except military glory; and, on the
other hand, savag-, ferocity, deliberate cruelty, anger indulged